
JESUS' WILD EYED COUSIN, JOHN THE BAPTIST (1:19-36) week 3

MATTHEW 11:7-11
 7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began talking about him to the crowds. “What kind of man did 
you go into the wilderness to see? Was he a weak reed, swayed by every breath of wind? 8 Or were you 
expecting to see a man dressed in expensive clothes? No, people with expensive clothes live in palaces. 
9 Were you looking for a prophet? Yes, and he is more than a prophet. 10 John is the man to whom the 
Scriptures refer when they say,

   ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
      and he will prepare your way before you.’[c]

 11 “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, none is greater than John the Baptist. Yet even the least 
person in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he is!

PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST:
In Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 4:5, John's coming was foretold. All four Gospels mention 
John the Baptist: Matthew 3, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17; Mark 6 and 8; Luke 7 and 9; John 1. He 
is also referenced several times throughout the book of Acts.

JOHN THE BAPTIST'S PATH
Preacher's kid -> belly-to-belly -> wild man -> rockstar -> downwardly mobile -> head-
on-a-platter

JOHN 1:19-37
 19 This was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Temple assistants from 
Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20 He came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”
 21 “Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?”

   “No,” he replied.

   “Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”

   “No.”

 22 “Then who are you? We need an answer for those who sent us. What do you have to say about 
yourself?”

 23 John replied in the words of the prophet Isaiah:

   “I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
      ‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’”

 24 Then the Pharisees who had been sent 25 asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah or the 
Prophet, what right do you have to baptize?”

 26 John told them, “I baptize with water, but right here in the crowd is someone you do not recognize. 27 
Though his ministry follows mine, I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandal.”

 28 This encounter took place in Bethany, an area east of the Jordan River, where John was baptizing.



 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 He is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far 
greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ 31 I did not recognize him as the Messiah, but I have 
been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to Israel.”
 32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon him. 
33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this 
happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of God."

 35 The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples. 36 As Jesus walked by, John 
looked at him and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of God!” 37 When John’s two disciples heard this, 
they followed Jesus.

THE BIG FAT TAKEAWAY: The path to the Christ is death-to-self.

--------

NEXT STEPS
memorize John 1:1, 14
I'm praying to have John's passion to prepare the way for Jesus.
I choose to follow Jesus today. 
I am bringing school supplies (notebook paper, pencils, and crayons) NEXT SUNDAY 
for our Back-to-School outreach


